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Dear Marketing Professional: 

LΩŘ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ urban legends, flim flam 

men and mystical freaking voodoo than Search Engine Optimization.  

DŜŜȊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ DǊŜŜƪ ƎƻŘŘŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ DƻƻƎƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ LǘΩǎ 

completely logical and systematic, right? But sometimes you feel as though 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƎƻŘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǎǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ 

kinds of time-ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ Ǉŀȅ ƻŦŦΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

ever wondered what it was like to toss a damsel in the volcano hoping rain 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜΧΦ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ do know :^)  

AdGooroo.com has taken the mystery out of search engines. On the 

advertising side, they monitor millions of ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ΨǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 

show you exactly what your competitors are doing and what kind of strategy will get you the best ad 

position. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ DƻƻƎƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘDƻƻrƻƻΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ [ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

evaluates your existing links are and tells you how valuable any potential incoming link is. The 

importance, topic, quality and quantity of incoming links greatly impacts your search engine rankings. 

Some sites are literally 1,000 times more valuable to you than others. That means one link from the right 

site can earn you more Google juice than months or years of links from the wrong ones. 

Also, consider this: 

Google is continuing to crack down on linkspam and low quality sites. Between November, 2009 and 

March 2010, around 70 high-traffic sites were completely dropped from Google. There were thousands 

of smaller sites dropped as well. 

Lƴ aŀȅ нлмл DƻƻƎƭŜ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƻǎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴŘ 

weeks and months building links and linking websites and all kinds of stuff that does them NO good. 

If you could find a way to possess link-building X-Ray vision; if you had a way to tell which sites would 

help you; if you had a way to track your activities, link building would become far more effective and less 

time consuming. It would also require less planning and strategy on your part, because it tells you what 

the best strategy is.  

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƎǳǊǳΣ 9ǊƛŎ ²ŀǊŘΣ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

some of the biggest companies in the world get established on the search engines. This information will 

help you avoid many twists-and-turns and dead-ŜƴŘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƭƭŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{9hέΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ 

few things that will seriously shortcut your path to success. You can do all this without tools of any kind, 

ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ [ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ - a tool he designed 

that embodies all of these techniques and more. If you have an employee or assistant, now they can 

quickly and inexpensively start link building for you by using it. 

 



 

 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŀƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ ōƭƻƎ ǇƻǎǘǎΣ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ōƛƎ ƻƴ н 

things: 

 

1. The 80/20 rule 

2. Never being dependent on any one source of traffic 

Link Insight instantly focuses you on the top 20% links, and it adds two sources of traffic ς free traffic. (1) 

traffic from Google, and (2) traffic from the sites who link to you. 

Enjoy this guide ς and best of success in getting all the traffic you deserve. 

Perry Marshall 

Author, The Definitive Guide to Google AdWords 

 

 



The System 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steps 1 and 2 are mandatory for everyone. If you do a good job here, your site will pick up links slowly 

but surely (but it may take a long time). 

Steps 3-7 are ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊǳƴΦ 

 

 

1. Assess what it is you really do and where you can successfully compete 

2. Gather, produce, and organize great content 

3. Find backlink candidates 

4. Eliminate poor candidates 

5. Identify decision maker at candidate site  

6. Request links 

7. Track Progress 
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Who is this guide for? 
LǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ sites with original content (or who can come up with some). An example might 

be a doctor with a novel treatment, a site with tips for writing effective press releases, or a blog devoted 

to an important environmental issue.  

!ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ōƭŀŎƪ Ƙŀǘ άǘǊƛŎƪǎέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ 

search engines and possibly get them banned. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƭƻƻǇƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

that the black hat guys employ to get ranƪƛƴƎǎΦΦΦ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

Who is this guide not for? 
This approach is not going to work for: 

Sites without good content. Before you can get links, you have to have something for people to link to. 

¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ pure ecommerce sites. This does not mean ecommerce sites cannot 

attract or build links, but it will require an investment in content creation first. 

{ƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ƻŦ {9hΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘŀƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ-linked, and so on. While linking can sometimes make up for a 

ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 

Spammers: your days are numbered. If you think splogs, forum signatures, article syndication, comment 

ǎǇŀƳΣ ƻǊ ǇŀƛŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ-sense approach. If 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘ, this is exactly the 

approach you need. Read on. 

 

 



In the beginning... όƭƛƪŜ мл ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧύ 
A really smart fellow named Andrei Broder ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǿŀǎƴΩǘ just a massive tangled yarn of 

websites. Well, a big part of it was. But there were also two other major regions that together looked a 

ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƻǿ ǘƛŜΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ άbow tie theoryέΦ 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǊŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 

to one another with hyperlinks. It only takes on average 13 links to get from any one website to any 

other within the core. The key factor about this part of the web is that the sites link freely back and forth 

from one another, so these sites are easy for a search engine to find. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƴƪǎ ōǳǘ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΦ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ 

many links pointing to them, they are not only easy to find, they also rank prominently in the search 

engine results pages. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άhǊƛƎƛƴ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻŦ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜǿ όƛŦ ŀƴȅύ 

links leading to them, but they link freely outward. ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōǊŜǿƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

millions of librarians who have built pages on specific topics like knitting or the civil war. Often these are 

some of the most information-rich pages on the web, but ironically, because they have so few links, the 

search engine crawlers have a hard time finding them. !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ 

Ǌŀƴƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘƭȅΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ 

Do you see the flow in the above diagram? Links start at the left, pick up steam, and then terminate at 

the right. This is an important point. [ŜǘΩǎ see what happens when we turn the bowtie on its side: 

http://research.yahoo.com/Andrei_Broder
http://www.adgooroo.com/features/bow_tie_theory.php?utm_source=perrysguide


 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘ ŀǎ άƎŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘέΦ aŀȅōŜ ƴƻōƻŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ 

heard aōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴŎƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōǊŜǿ ōƭƻƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ όŀƭōŜƛǘ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘύ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 

{ŀƳǳŜƭ !ŘŀƳǎ Ǌŀƴƪ Іо ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άōŜŜǊέΦ Most people never realize this. 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ trusted pages and getting 

them to consider pointing to your site. But before we start getting into it, we have to talk a little bit 

ŀōƻǳǘ άǎǇŀƳέ όƛŜΥ ƭƻǿ-quality pages that people like to build strictly for the purpose of gaming search 

engine rankings).  

You know a spam page when you see it. aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ-stuffed copy. Or the links to Viagra and 

webhosting sites. Or maybe one of a hundred other things that set off the alarm bells. 

These spam pages are worse than useless. Not only will a link from them not help you, if you accumulate 

ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŀƳƳŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǇŀƳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

they are getting pretty good at delisting them quickly.  

{ƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ƭƛƴƪǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŀƭƭƎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ good ones. 

 

These sites rank highly on the search engines 

(you often see them in the top 20) 

You RARELY see these sites in the search 

results pages! But they are ultimately 

what make the top pages rank. 



Why I created Link Insight 
For over 15 years, IΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

pages. They worked great, but I had a couple of problems with them: 

1. L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

spamming the web. And I have no interest in helping low-quality sites that have to resort to 

spam in order to stay in business. 

2. Because they were custom, only I could use them. This limited the number of clients I could work 

with. 

In early 2010, I worked with AdGooroo to build my scripts into a product that anyone with a quality site 

could use to help build their traffic. The tool is called Link Insight and its designed to filter through 

millions of pages a day to find the very few best candidates worth a closer look. 

It ǿƻǊƪǎ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ άƭƛƴƪ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ website. To do this, it needs to 

know a fair amount about your site ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ 

to collect a sufficient amount of data so you should complete these steps as soon as possible, even if you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎΦ 

Apply for a Link Insight account 

Begin by requesting an account. Fill out the application form to complete the process (it can take up to 

one business day to process your application because we check your website out for signs of spam 

before they approve you.) 

Tip: When signing up, use coupon code PERRYSGUIDE to get $100 off your first month subscription. 

http://www.adgooroo.com/products/link_insight.php?utm_source=perrysguide


 

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘΦ [ƻƎƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

http://www.adgooroo.com/login.php 

Setting Up Your Account 

The next steps are very important because they tell the software about your website and your 

competitors. It uses this information to generate your database. 

Login to your account: http://www.adgooroo.com/login.php 

On the navigation bar, select Manage My Account -> Manage Groups. Click the fourth tab which reads 

ά[ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ DǊƻǳǇǎέΥ 

http://www.adgooroo.com/login.php
http://www.adgooroo.com/login.php


 

/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ άAdd a new competitor groupέ όǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǎύ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ [ƛƴƪ Lƴǎight group. A group is given a friendly name and is used to 

remember all of your settings. So on this page, start by giving your group a descriptive name. Next, enter 

the domain name of your site (this should be the domain name as it appears in the search engine 

ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎύΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ό[ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ Ǉǳƭƭǎ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ 

the search engines in that country, so if your business operates in multiple markets, choose the most 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻƴŜΦύ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

ϝ bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŀƳ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘέ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ 

cases. 

 



 

On the next page, ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ мл ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƛŎƘŜΦ These should 

be keywords that are both relevant to your website and for which you want to rank for. Link Insight not 

only mines these keywords for candidate URLs, it also tracks your rankings for them. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛŎƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪ ς just enter 

ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭl narrow this list down later. 



 

Now, ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōǊƻŀŘ άƳŜƎŀ ǎƛǘŜǎέ ƭƛƪŜ !ƳŀȊƻƴΣ Ŝ.ŀȅΣ ƻǊ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘΚ In 

our baby stroller example, all three of these domains carry stroller products. This presents a problem 

because these sites have millions of backlinks, most of them unrelated to baby strollers. Fortunately, 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘǊƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƭƛƴƪǎΦ CƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘŜŀƭ 

with them in a minute. 

 

 

 



!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ completed this page, click ǘƘŜ άǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ. This will bring up some more possible 

competitors (it may take a minute depending on how big your category is)Φ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άҔҔέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ go ahead 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

Tip: What is Domain Strength? ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ л ǘƻ млл ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ Ƙƻǿ άǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭέ ŀ 

particular website is in the organic search rankings for your chosen country. This is helpful to know, but it 

may not be all that important for niche websites. In our example, Overstock.com has a domain strength 

of 100 while StrollerDepot.com has a domain strength of only 59. Yet the latter would be a better choice 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾiously a much more focused site than Overstock, which is ranked for hundreds of 

thousands of unrelated products. 

 



 

If you have any giant branded websites (such as Amazon) in your list, you need to narrow down their 

ǎŎƻǇŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ά5ŜŜǇ [ƛƴƪǎέΦ ! ŘŜŜǇ ƭƛƴƪ ƛs a single page on their website that is related to your niche. If you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ά!ƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳέ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

hundreds of thousands of unrelated links cluttering up your database.  

To convert a ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ƭƛƴƪΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴ 

όƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǎŜΣ !ƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳύΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻȄ ōŜƭƻǿΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ άǎǘǊƻƭƭŜǊέ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀƎŜǎ that have that word in the URL. Then 

ǇǊŜǎǎ άǎŜŀǊŎƘέΦ 

¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ 5ƻƳŀƛƴǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άҔҔέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ 

add it to your list. 

Repeat this process for any big websites on your list (a good rule of thumb is to include any with a 

domain strength greater than 70). 



 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇ ƭƛƴƪǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

chosen so far. You now need to narrow it down to 10 entries. Your site should be pre-selected for you. 

Choose up to nine others by checking the ά{ŜƭŜŎǘέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜέ 

ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 

[ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ҔҔέ ƭƛƴƪΦ 

It will take up to 24 hours to start collecting data.  YƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 

week, yoǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǳǊ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

60 days. 

 



The link building system 
There is a lot to link building. However, any site can make a lot of progress using this basic approach: 

1. Assess what it is you really do and where you can successfully compete 

2. Gather, produce, and organize content 

3. Find backlink candidates 

4. Eliminate poor candidates 

5. Identify decision maker at candidate site  

6. Request links 

7. Track Progress 

 



Step 1. Assess what you do and how you can compete 
Before you begin, you need to answer a few basic questions: 

Iƻǿ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΚ 

Have you optimized your title tags? Do you know ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǌŀƴƪ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊΚ Lǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

site navigation clear to visitors and crawlable by search engines? Have you eliminiated, or at least 

minimized, use of Flash and AJAX (and if not, are you certain that the search engines can actually access 

your site?) 

aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

begin investing your time and effort into a link building program. There are plenty of good introductory 

books on SEO, so read one or two of them for tips. 

Do you have good content to share with the world? 
To get links, you need something that people will want to link to. This is sometimes called linkbait. Great 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ άƘƻǿ ǘƻέ ƎǳƛŘŜǎΣ ōǳȅŜǊǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΧ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ all resources that people are 

ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŦƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

your area of expertise can put your site on the map. 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƛŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘer black hat approaches. This approach 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

Is SEO even worth it for your site? 
¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ {9hΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

businesses, search engines bring traffic but no sales. You have to make a somewhat large commitment to 

{9h ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦ 

For most businesses however, referral and organic search traffic can add real revenue to the bottom line. 

The primary question they need to answer is if there is enough traffic to make it worth the effort. And if 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΚ ! ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

medical condition stands to make much more per visitor than a content site with articles about that 

same condition. 

A basic rule of thumb is that if you can profitably spend $1,000 a month on pay-per-ŎƭƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

willing to put in a few hours of work every week, then link building should pay off handsomely for you. 

Are ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎǇŀƳ ŦǊŜŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘέΚ 

It seems like everyone out there these days is recommending tactics which are little more than games. 

Why? Because they put dollars in the pockets of expensive consultants.  



These tactics are for the most part ineffective or can get you penalized or banned: 

¶ Splogs (fake blogs) 

¶ Minisites that point back to your main site 

¶ Article syndication (mass distributed articles, not exclusive one-offs ς these are actually a pretty 
good idea) 

¶ Unidentified sponsored links 

¶ Directory submissions 

¶ Forum spam 

¶ Blog comment spam 

The high-ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǳǎŜǎ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧeed 

an entire industry of high-priced consultants. While you could pay someone to run this process for you, 

you could do it all yourself for free. 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ want ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƻǊ 

penalized for pursuing links in this manner. And it works a lot better than the black hat methods anyway. 

How far behind (or ahead) are your competitors? 

This is pretty easy to do using your Link Insight account. When you login, you are going to see something 

like the following at the top of the Overview Report: 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ bŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ά҈ ƻŦ ƳŀȄέ ƭŀōŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ 

you where you stand relative to the top competitor in your group. 

Domain Strength - this number, which ranges from 0 to 100, tells you how prominent your site is in the 

search engine results for your country. By clicking the chart icon next to it, you can also track your 

historical progress. 

Trust Links - Trust links are the most important links you can acquire. They are also the most difficult to 

attain. 

Social Links - This number measures the links you have acquired from social media sites. These can be 

particularly helpful for smaller sites as well as sites trying to generate organic "buzz". 

Geo Links - These are links attained from country-level TLDs outside of the US or Canada. These can be 

very helpful when trying to rank internationally. 

http://www.adgooroo.com/features/domain_strength.php
http://www.adgooroo.com/features/signal_types.php
http://www.adgooroo.com/features/signal_types.php
http://www.adgooroo.com/features/signal_types.php


Other Links - These represent links which have not been placed into other categories. These links can 

range from modestly bad to modestly good, but if you are careful in choosing only the most relevant 

ones for link pursuits, this category can be an excellent source of backlinks. 

¸ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ά¢Ǌǳǎǘέ ŀƴŘ άhǘƘŜǊέ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ your competitors. 

¢ƘŜ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ά[ƛƴƪ vǳŀƴǘƛǘȅέ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

άƎƻƻŘ ƭƛƴƪǎέ ŀƴŘ άōŀŘ ƭƛƴƪǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

Ƴƻǎǘ {9hǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ όǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅύΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ 

to find yourself far behind your competitors.  

Most sites just starting their ƭƛƴƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƴƪ vǳŀƴǘƛǘȅέ ŎƘŀǊǘΣ 

ŦŀǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΦ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦǊŜǘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

want to look ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢Ǌǳǎǘέ ŎƘŀǊǘΥ 

The Trust Signal chart tells an entirely different story. The website represented by the light blue line is 

actually much farther ahead than the link quantity chart suggests, while the site represented by the 

purple line is much farther behind. 



 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ 

 



Step 2. Gather, produce, and organize content 
If you want to be a white-hat link builder, you need quality content. This is best explained in this article, 

άAbout Ecommerce Sites and Link-WorthinessέΥ 

Any site created with the primary purpose of selling something is at a trusted link disadvantage because 

it is so hard to justify linking to such sites without a bona fide reason to do so. Site owners have to 

understand this going in. Here is a short story which I've used many times to explain this challenge to 

clients and at conference sessions.  

There are two web sites. Both sell magic supplies. Magic tricks, hats, capes and wands, even the old saw-

the-person-in-half gag. If your content is nothing more than an online magic store, why would anyone 

link to it? 

You might get a few links from magic site web guides and link lists. But then what? If you are an online 

store with nothing but products as your content, then you MUST look to associate/affiliate programs, 

paid links or reciprocal links. Basically, negotiating for them, rather than attracting them. 

But maybe there is something more you CAN do, if you are willing to roll up your sleeves. While I am not 

fond of the term linkbait, it has become part of the lexicon of link building. But, let us not confuse 

linkbait with link-worthy content. 

What if, along with your products, you create a searchable database of information on magic. What if 

you had complete biographies of more than 700 magicians? What if you had a section devoted to 

magical world records, or a glossary of magical terms, or a directory of magicians on the Internet? 

This would then be an excellent example of how a store site can add rich, relevant content, value, 

interest, and community to its web site, as well as sell merchandise. This site would be linked to by just 

about any writer who writes about magic and/or reviews web sites, and by any library with web content 

devoted to magic. 

The above is not just a wide-eyed, hypothetical example. The site exists at http://www.MagicTricks.com 

This site has been in the top five at Google for over ten years. Why? Trusted links. Look at the types of 

links this site attracts 

http://bit.ly/aeN06w 

 

That's nearly 300 highest trust libraries that have linked to magictricks.com. Those links never would 

have happened if not for their non-product content. Their non-product content is in fact the very reason 

they were able to earn those links. Links of merit. Links that Matt Cutts from Google might say "stand the 

test of time". 

 

http://www.adgooroo.com/about_ecommerce_sites_and_link.php?utm_source=perrysguide
http://www.magictricks.com/
http://bit.ly/aeN06w
http://bit.ly/aeN06w


Step 3. Find backlink candidates 
Next, you have to go out and find people that might be willing to link to you. The usual way of doing this 

is by using the search engines to find pages related to your site. This however is a very tedious, manual 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΣ 

would-be link builders. 

{ƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ-ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ [ƛƴƪ LƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ two 

reports depending on your situation: 

Step 3A. You have a brand new website 

/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άIǳōǎέ ǘŀō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ these for several reasons: 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ άlinking neighborhoodέ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ƛƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ǎŜƭƭ ōŀōȅ ǎǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎΣ DƻƻƎƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΧ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘΦ .ȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

baby stroller sites, you are sending a strong signal that your site should be ranked for baby-stroller 

related queries. 

These links are often a great source of referral traffic. Not only can referral traffic can be highly 

ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎine algorithm. 

These links are pretty easy to get. If someone is linking to several of your competitors, they are more 

likely to be unbiased and interested in compiling lists or articles about the industry in general.  

If your site is established (as evidenced by the fact that you may already be ranking for keyword phrases 

related to your business), then this step is optional. Nevertheless, these links are easy to get and can 

send paying customers your way, so why not pursue them? 

Power tip: you can filter this list to the most trusted links only. This will let you focus your efforts on the 

Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ōŀŎƪƭƛƴƪǎΦ 5ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ άлέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻȄ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢Ǌǳǎǘέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴƴŜƭ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǇƻǇǳǇΦ /ƘƻƻǎŜ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ ¢Ƙŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘ 

with a smaller, more targeted list.  

¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎƘƻǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ άIǳōǎέ ǘŀō ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ пнлл ōŀŎƪƭƛƴƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ он 

trusted links. 



 

Step 3B. You have an established website 

LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άIǳōǎέ ǘŀōΣ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άIƛƎƘ ±ŀƭǳŜ [ƛƴƪǎέ ǘŀōΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪƭƛƴƪǎ 

which are pointing only to a single competitor.  

Why separate these links out from Hubs? There are a number of reasons: 

These links tell the search engines why in a given industry, Competitor A is different than Competitor B. 

Hubs tell them how two sites are similar, while these links tell them how they are different. You need 

both in order to rank well. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΩ ōƭƻƎǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ 

websites. Sometimes they are reviews of their products. Sometimes they are paid links. There will be 

more false positives here. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ 

over you. Do this for enough competitors and you eventually come out ahead of everyone else. This is 

the reason why you should track nine competitors in Link Insight. 

Note: this is usually a pretty big list, so the tip above about filtering by trust links applies here as well. For 

the iPhone example, filtering reduced the list from 9,138 backlinks (going to take awhile) down to 899 

backlinks (could do this in a couple of months). 


